
 
 

Pastor Paul Thompson  Cell: 507-273-8504  Email: pthomp821@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am–Noon (Monday & Thursday... Visits by phone call only)  Websites: eaststolaf.org ...OR... weststolaf.org    

Gina Moser, Secretary:  Office: 365-8222 - Cell: 507-951-4964 Emails: eastwest@kmtel.com and certainty@kmtel.com 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Distance runners talk about a “second wind.” The experience is of being out of breath and strength 

and then feeling breath and strength return, enabling the runner to continue with higher efficiency.  

Colloquially “second wind” describes any transition from exhaustion to new strength. 
 

At one point in his career the prophet Isaiah was exhausted. “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for 
nothing and vanity.” The prophet is pained at the discrepancy between his effort for God and the lack of results. 

He hasn’t lost faith, he’s just tired. When success isn’t popping up like a rabbit from a magician’s hat, God grants 

the spiritual second wind. God confirms and expands the prophet’s call: “It is too light a thing that you should be 
my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the 
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 

We are tired about now. We are tired of masks. We are tired of restrictions. We are tired of being at home so 

much. But we still need to be careful, so that conditions don’t get worse, and the virus spread. We still need to 

make ourselves good examples for our neighbors. 
 

When all is past, we will see that God has been with us. We will see how we have been preserved and strength-

ened to survive the greatest crisis of recent history. God is always with His people. 
 

In lasting hope, 

Pastor Paul Thompson 

 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 

 >>> See page 3 for details of upcoming joint-worship services: Aug. 30, Sept. 13 & 20. <<< 

[Note that on Oct. 4 - there will be an online video worship from SE MN Synod]  

SE MN Synod News 
 

Rick Steves, guidebook author and travel TV host, the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, presiding bishop of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), and the Rev. Shelly Bryan Wee, bishop of the Northwest Washington Syn-
od of the ELCA, invite you to a virtual benefit – the first of its kind – for ELCA World Hunger. This Zoom virtual 
event will take place Thursday, September 24, 7 p.m. central time. Our goal is to raise $250,000 to confront 
hunger in the time of COVID-19.  
 
The 2 Lutheran Campus ministry sites in our synod, at Minnesota State-Mankato and at Winona State, were 
supposed to receive the offering from the Synod Assembly this year. Unfortunately, when the assembly was 
cancelled, so was the offering. To compensate for this, the synod is asking individuals to consider making offer-
ings for campus ministry. If you’d like to do so, you can mail your check to: 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod Office 
1001 14th St. NW #300 
Rochester, MN 55901 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFO 
 

Congratulations to Jacob & Heidi 
Sellers on new baby boy, Derek.  
 

WEST WELCA NEWS 
 

We are looking forward to getting 
back to a few of our usual WELCA 
activities in September. In these   
uncertain times, we will need to be 
flexible and be aware of CDC guide-
lines. We require you to wear a mask 
and we will be observing social dis-
tancing. It will be good to get  
together once again for fellowship, 
Bible study and mission work. 
 

Quilting:  Sept. 8th and 9th at 9 AM.    
   Be sure to bring your sack lunch. 
WELCA Meeting: Sept. 9th at 1 PM.  
    Gloria Brown will lead us in the    
    Bible study on Mary Magdalene.  
    There will not be coffee/dessert  
    following the meeting. 
Quilting: Sept. 22 and 23 at 9AM.    
     Bring sack lunch. 
NO Fall Bazaar Sept. 26 it’s cancelled 
this year. We were hoping to do an 
outdoor bazaar but the liability is too 
great. Hopefully next year! 
Field Crest Services will NOT be held 
until further notice. 
Erdman Tapes: Continue to save 

 Sept. 30.  Thank you. 
 

3. Masks:  We have applied to 
Thrivent for funds to buy sup-
plies needed to make more 
masks. We will continue to sew 
adult and children masks for the 
congregation as long as there is 
a need for them.  We know the 
children and youth need masks 
for school so please stop by the 
chapel to pick them up. If there 
are not enough, call Sharon at 
365-8669 to let her know.   
Thank you to all the women who 
have been sewing masks! 
 

4. Quilting: We have applied for 
funding to buy supplies needed 
for quilting. We are hoping to 
safely continue to quilt so we 
can donate to charities and sell 
to those who are interested. We 
have many quilts on hand due to 
the fact we have not had church 
and will not have a fall bazaar.  
If you are interested in a quilt or 
know of a charity or person that 
needs a quilt, please contact 
Sharon or Nancy P. 
 

We pray you all stay safe and 
well.     ~ Sharon and Nancy ~ 

 

them. Turn them in at the chapel.  
Thrivent Action Team funds have 
been applied for, to enable us to 
continue to do some of our mission 
work. We have applied for four   
projects and hope you will support 
these missions. 
 

1. LWR School Kits: We will be   
collecting school supplies (see list 
at bottom of this page). There is a 
container in the chapel entrance to 
place your supplies. You could also 
bring them to the outdoor church 
services or call Nancy Peterson @ 
365-8875 to arrange for her to pick 
them up. The WELCA ladies will 
sew the bags. Please turn in the 
supplies by October 15. Thank you. 
 

2. SEMCAC:  Dodge County food 
shelf is in need of food and mone-
tary donations.  We would like to 
designate September as Food Shelf 
month. You may drop off food or 
monetary donations at the chapel, 
Oslo gas station, outdoor church 
services or call Dave Peterson at 
365-8875 to arrange for him to pick 
it up. Checks should be made out  
to West St. Olaf with “Food shelf” 
written on the memo line. Please 
have donations turned in by 

Membership Updates, WELCA News 
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WEST: School Kit Mission supply list (please turn in by October 15) 
West Jam and WELCA are collecting school supplies again for Lutheran World Relief. We hope you 
will keep our mission in mind when school supplies go on sale. There is a box in the chapel to place 
your donations. Thank you.   
                      THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE INCLUDED IN EACH SCHOOL KIT:  

• Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper 

• One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

• One pencil sharpener 

• One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

• Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 

• Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band 

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

• One 2½” eraser 

• One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approximately 14” X 17” with shoulder strapsT West 
 WELCA will make these.      [Any donations will be appreciated. All items should be new.] 
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 FOR RIDES TO OUTDOOR SERVICES 
If needed, please call your church president or a council 
member for help in arranging a ride to worship. 
 

West St. Olaf 
President: Debbie Schuck - Primary: 507-251-7051, House: 507-477-2655 
Vice President: Dee Rabehl - Cell: 507-696-0796 
Head Deacon: Sheryl Wohlers - House: 507-365-8816, Cell: 507-259-5974 
East St. Olaf 
President: Brian Mueller 507-252-8078 
Gary Kearns - Home: 507-206-3158, Cell: 507-254-5285 
Bryan DeCook - Cell: 507-208-1590 

East & West St. Olaf: Everyone is invited to join us for outdoor 
worship on the dates listed at the top of this page. 
 

• Communion will be served at these services 
• Bring your own lawn chair and a mask (if you don’t have a mask, some will be    

available for you) 
• Please remember to observe “6-foot social distancing” 
• If you need a ride to these services - please see info in box below... 

East & West St. Olaf  East & West St. Olaf  East & West St. Olaf  East & West St. Olaf      

JOINT OUTDOOR SERVICESJOINT OUTDOOR SERVICESJOINT OUTDOOR SERVICESJOINT OUTDOOR SERVICES    
Aug. 30, and Sept. 13 & 20Aug. 30, and Sept. 13 & 20Aug. 30, and Sept. 13 & 20Aug. 30, and Sept. 13 & 20    

10:00 am at Tverberg Cabin on: 
• Sun., August 30 (No rain date - due to the following weekend     being the 

Labor Day holiday) 
• Sun., September 13 (No rain date - We will have the blessing of the back-

packs/children’s day for all school kids and your SS kids can pickup a free 
Thrivent T-shirt to wear - East & West talk to Nancy Peterson of West) 

• Sun., September 20 (No rain date- and please note: Pastor Paul is      
planning an online video sermon for Sept. 27) 

• NOTE: For October 4 - Online video worship from SE MN Synod  
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 Congratulations to 2020 Graduates! 
 

Due to COVID 19, we were not able to honor our 2020 graduates with a  
special service.  We would like to wish them all the best in all their future 

endeavors  and know that we will remember them in our prayers. 
 

West St. Olaf graduates: Peyton Jervis, Olivia Larson, and Riley Phenix 

East St. Olaf graduates: Haley Baier and Shane Myhre 

East & West Parents & Students of Confirmation: 
 

 

We will meet in-person for Confirmation classes starting in Sept. 9 Letters with all of the details and 
the class schedules will be sent out to all families - please watch for that information in your mail. 

 

 

OFFERINGS: Our Congregation Councils ask you to prayerfully continue your financial support for your church. 
Be sure to make your check out to “West St. Olaf Lutheran Church” or “East St. Olaf Lutheran Church”. 
 

West members mail to: Dave Peterson 25378 720th St., Hayfield, MN 55940  
 

East members mail to: Bryan DeCook at 7583 80th Ave. SW, Stewartville, MN 55976 

 

24 Thomas Myhre 

24 Pete Exe 

26 Darlene Myhre 

Sept. Birthdays East 

3 Donna Molde 

5 Sonja Mansfield 

6 Juliana Lee 

6 Kelsey Severson 

6 Sophia Senjem 

8 Mabel Bale 

11 Katelyn Severson 

13 Rusty Baier 

14 Bryan DeCook 

16 Dalton Mansfield 

19 Orillie Iverson 

21 Brenda Carstensen 

21 Alexander Moore 

Sept. Birthdays West 

3 Gregory Tiegen 

10 Raymond Sutton 

10 Jennifer Martin 

11 Mathea Horejsi 

14 Mark Hanson 

15 Jason Twaddle 

16 Erik Johnson 

17 Wayne Iverson 

17 Audrin Place 

17 Trystin Kaehler 

17 Gunnar Tiegen 

19 Michelle Lechnir 

22 Quinn Johnson 

26 Margaret Senjem 

26 Adam Glynn 

28 Shauna Eastlee 

29 Jeff Lechnir 

29 Tina Baudoin 

 

Thank you for all the birthday 
cards I received. I had a good 
birthday with things happening 
all day. Your greetings, good 
wishes and prayers are all    
appreciated. Thank you West 
St. Olaf family.   

 ~ Robert Beaver ~ 

Thank You,  West  

Thank you to Hans Estby for donating 
all his labor and time for the snow            
removal at West Church this winter. 
We appreciate it so very much.   

~ West St. Olaf Church & Council ~ 

Thank You, Hans!  

Thank you to everyone who 
helped me observe my 
95th birthday. I appreciate the 
many cards, best wishes and 
birthday greetings.         

 ~ Loretta Himle ~ 

Thank You, All! 



 

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

1   (Gina vac) 
 

 

10:00 am East 
Quilt/sack lunch 
 

 
 

 
 

 

2     (Gina vac) 
 

 
 
 

3   (Gina vac) 
 
 

 

9:00 am-Noon 
Pastor at office 

4   (Gina vac) 
 
Pastor Paul’s  
Day Off-Work 

5   (Gina vac) 
 
 
 

 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 

 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 
Labor Day 
Holiday 
 
 
 

 
 
 

8 
 

 

9:00 am West 
Quilt/sack lunch 
 

10:00 am East 
Quilt/sack lunch 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 

9:00 am West 
Quilt/sack lunch 
 

1:00 pm West  
WELCA meetingT 
  No coffee/dessert 
  Study by Gloria B.      
  (Mary Magdalene) 
 

BOTH at EAST 
7:00 pm Class for 
Confirmation 

10 
 
 

9:00 am-Noon 
Pastor at office 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11 

Pastor Paul’s  
Day Off-Work 
 

 

12 
 

 

 

13   

 
 
 

10:00 am  - BOTH 
Joint worship  &  
Communion & 
Blessing of the  
Backpacks at  
Tverberg Historic  
Log CabinT 
Bring your own 
lawn chair. Thanks! 

14 
 

9:00 am-Noon 
Pastor at office 
 

 
 
 
JOINT COUNCIL 
Meeting @ WEST 
6:00 pm separate    
       meetings 
7:00 pm Joint  
   meeting begins 

15 
 

 

 
10:00 am East 
Quilt/sack lunch 
 
 

16 
 
 

 

 

BOTH at EAST 
7:00 pm Class for 
Confirmation 
 

8:00 pm Meeting 
for parents &  
students who will 
be confirmed this 
fall on Oct. 25 

17 
 
 

9:00 am-Noon 
Pastor at office 
 

 

18 
 

Pastor Paul’s  
Day Off-Work 
 

 

19 
 
 
 

 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00 am  - BOTH 
Joint worship  &  
Communion at  
Tverberg Historic  
Log CabinT 
Bring your own 
lawn chair. Thanks! 

21 
 
 

9:00 am-Noon 
Pastor at office 
 
>>> Noon 
Deadline to  
submit info for 
next newsletter 
 
 

 

22 
 
 

 
 

9:00 am West 
Quilt/sack lunch 
 
10:00 am East 
Quilt/sack lunch 
 
 

23    
 

9:00 am West 
Quilt/sack lunch 
 

 

BOTH at EAST 
7:00 pm Class for 
Confirmation 

 24 
 
 
 

9:00 am-Noon 
Pastor at office 
 

 

25 
 
 

Pastor Paul’s  
Day Off-Work 
 

 
 

26  
 

 

27 
 
 

 

28   
 
 

Pastor  Vac 
 

 

29  
 

Pastor  Vac 
 
 

10:00 am East 
Quilt/sack lunch 
 

 

   30 
 

Pastor  Vac 
 

West deadline for  
donations to the  
Dodge Food Shelf 
 

BOTH at EAST 
7:00 pm Class for 
Confirmation (will 
be taught by some-
one other than the 
pastor) 
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Reminder for all in-person 
classes or meetings: 

Facemasks & social distanc-
ing are required. Thanks! 
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East St. Olaf Church Council Minutes  ~ August 4, 2020 
 

 
Call to Order: Brian Mueller at 6 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Pastor Paul Thompson, Brian Mueller, Glenda Mueller, Pat Cahill, Jane Williams, 

Gary Kearns, Steve Senjem, Bryan DeCook, Deb DeCook 
 
Devotions:  Pastor Paul gave the opening devotions and prayer. 
 
Pastor's Report:  Joint outdoor services July 12th & August 2nd at East went very well. Another one is 
 planned for August 16th [ALSO on August 30].  East council decided on September
 13th & 20th for next month’s joint outdoor services.  Pastor will mention these dates 
 to West at their meeting next week to see if these dates will work for them.   
 
Secretary's Report: Reviewed. Motion made by Pat to approve; Gary seconded.   
 
Financial Secretary's Report:  Reviewed & approved.  
 
Treasurer's Report: Reviewed and approved. Giving is down considerably from this time last year.  
 
Deacon's Report:   Jane and Paul are still working on obtaining a cabinet to house various cards to send 
to  church members. 
 
Trustee's Report:   Water stains noted on some of the basement ceiling tiles. This was due to  
 condensation on the water line. 
 
Old Business: None.  
 
New Business: Pastor Paul is planning on going ahead with confirmation classes this fall since there 
 will only be nine confirmands between East & West. He has talked with several of the 
 parents who are for this. Social distancing and masking will be practiced. 
 Pastor Paul will be on vacation September 28th-October 6th [NOTE: Oct 4 will be an 
 online video worship from the SE MN Synod.] 
 
Adjournment:   Meeting adjourned with the Lord's prayer. 
 
Joint meeting at West on Monday, September 14th at 7 pm with each council meeting individually at 6 
pm.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Deb DeCook 

East Offerings  
We are listing our financial info here, since without services - we are only meeting outdoors when possible.  
ESO offerings July 5 and 12:  Current $2,190 and Benevolence $20. 

ESO offerings July 19 & 26: Current $880.  

ESO offerings August 2: Current $3,920. 
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West St. Olaf Church Council Minutes ~ July 13, 2020 
Meeting called to order by Deb Schuck 
Devotions: Given by Pastor Paul 
Attendance: Pastor Paul, Deb Schuck, Missy Olson, Dave Peterson, Cindy Orning, Greg Brandt, Chad 
 Thompson, Darlene Hanson, Ben Horejsi, Sheryl Wohlers, Clay  Hazelman, Cindy Senjem. 
Secretary's Report: Report from May 16th-June 15th meeting was reviewed. Motion to approve: Missy.  
 Second: Cindy. 

Financial Report: for May 16th-June 15th was reviewed. Motion approved: Sheryl, second by Cindy. 
Treasurers Report: Report from May 16th-June 15th meeting was reviewed. Motion approved: Sheryl.  
 Second: Cindy. 

Board of Education: No report.   Luther League: No report. 
Deacons Report: No report.  Trustees Report: No report. 
Old biz: Discussion about how to move forward with confirmation and Jam programs.  
July outdoor service was a success, so additional dates were chosen for 10 AM services to continue at  E. St 
Olaf (at Tverberg Cabin): Aug 2nd (rain date Aug 9th), August 16th (rain date Aug, 23rd). Motion to continue        
approved by: Sheryl. Second by: Dave . 

New biz. Discussion about options to reach out to our members that are unable to have access  to our YouTube 
Sermons, concerns about how we are able to let them know that they are in our thoughts and prayers, and send 
out mini sermonettes via mail. 

Motion to adjourn: Dave second: Missy. Closed with Lord’s Prayer 
Submitted by: Darlene Hanson West St Olaf Secretary 
Next meeting: Aug 10, 2020 

West St. Olaf Church Council Minutes ~ August 10, 2020 
 

Meeting called to order by Deb Schuck.  Devotions: Given by Pastor Paul 

Attendance: Pastor Paul, Deb Schuck, Missy Olson, Dave Peterson, Cindy Orning, Greg Brandt, Chad 
 Thompson, Darlene Hanson, Sheryl Wohlers, Cindy Senjem, Dee Rabehl 

Secretary's Report: Report from June 16th-July 15th meeting was reviewed. Motion to approve: Missy.  
 Second: Dee. 

Financial Report: Report from June 16th-July 15th was reviewed. Motion to approve: Greg. Second: Dee. 

Treasurer's Report: Report from June 16th- July 15th was reviewed.  Motion to approve: Greg. Second: Dee. 

Pastor's Report: Discussion of when to begin confirmation classes for students, tentative date is Sept. 2nd and 
 concluding in May 2021 and where to hold those classes.   

Luther League: No report. 

Deacon's Report: Discussion with various topics with WELCA business. Board of Education: No report. 

Trustees Report: Discussion about progress with installation of video equipment. 

Old Biz: Discussion about adding an additional worship service for August 30th. Continue outdoor services for 
September: Dates are scheduled for the 13th, 20th with no rain dates at East St. Olaf location and 10 AM time.   

New Biz: Discussion about purchasing a new safe, sorting through documents, form a committee with decisions 
about what to discard or keep and best alternatives with making the purchase cost effective.  New stove pur-
chase for kitchen will be delayed until further notice.  WELCA women would like to resume quilt making at the 
chapel in the safest environment possible using cleaning guidelines. Discussion about fall bazaar fund raiser with 

different ideas about how to proceed with that if and when it could happen. September 13th will be recognized as 
our children's/youth Sunday.   

Motion to Adjourn: Dee Second: Missy. Closed with Lord's Prayer 

Next Meeting (of joint council): Sept. 14th at West  Submitted by Darlene Hanson, West St Olaf Secretary 



 

 U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

NON-PROFIT  ORG. 

BYRON, MN 55902 

PERMIT NO. 5 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

6200 County Road 3 SW 

Pastor Paul ThompsonPastor Paul ThompsonPastor Paul ThompsonPastor Paul Thompson    

Cell:Cell:Cell:Cell: 507-273-8504  Email:Email:Email:Email: pthomp821@gmail.com  

Office Hours:Office Hours:Office Hours:Office Hours: 9:00 am – Noon (Mon. and Thur.) 

Office: Office: Office: Office: 507-365-8222   Secretary: Secretary: Secretary: Secretary: eastwest@kmtel.com    

Websites: eaststolaf.org OR weststolaf.org Websites: eaststolaf.org OR weststolaf.org Websites: eaststolaf.org OR weststolaf.org Websites: eaststolaf.org OR weststolaf.org     

Living in God’s amazing grace since 1856 

Pastor Paul’s Sermons Online 
 

Be sure to check out Pastor Paul’s worship videos being posted at our YouTube channel (search for East  

and West Lutheran Churches) at YouTube.com, or our East and West St. Olaf Facebook page. There is a 
clickable icon on our church webpage for either site. If you like what you see, please don’t forget to click 
the “like” button, or the “thumbs up” icon. 


