
 

 

Pastor Paul Thompson  Cell: 507-273-8504  Email: pthomp821@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 amïNoon (Monday & Thursday é or by appointment)  Websites: eaststolaf.org ...OR.... weststolaf.org    

Gina Moser, Secretary:  Office: 365-8222 - Cell: 507-951-4964 Emails: eastwest@kmtel.com AND certainty@kmtel.com 

SEPTEMBER 2022 HAPPENINGS  

 A Word from Pastor Paul     
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

The Churchwide Assembly I attended last month was a fascinating experience. In some ways it 

was like an over-sized synod assembly, with an order of business, lots of speeches and reports, 

and wonderful worship. But the business aspect was clearly understood to be in service to the 

work of our denomination. Synod Assemblies around the country had sent in ñmemorialsò or 

resolutions asking the whole ELCA to come down on one side or another on various issues our 

country faces. These included resolutions to: investigate the possibility of a Commission for a 

Renewed Lutheran Church to reflect changes in the last 35 years; explore ways congregations, 

synods, church colleges and other church units can engage better with indigenous peoples, perhaps practice 

restorative justice, making up for mistreatment of indigenous people in the past; research Salary Equity of  pas-

tors in the ELCA, especially for women and people of color; advocate policies that will result in a decrease of 

production of greenhouse gases by 50% by 2030 and 0 gases by 2050. 
 

There were spirited debates, but never animosity. There was an understanding that we are all one church serv-

ing One God. It was an honor to serve the Southeast Minnesota there, which means all 180 congregations in-

cluding East and West. 

In Godôs peace, 
 

Pastor Paul Thompson 

 

 

 

September Worship Schedule  
 

WEST 
Worship at 9:00 am, then coffee at 10:00 am (full details for Rally Day on pg. 3) 
 

EAST 
Worship at 11:00 am, with coffee always after church (full details for Rally Day on pg. 3) 
 

OFFERINGS: Our congregational councils ask you to prayerfully continue your financial support for your 
church. Please be sure to make your check out to ñWest St. Olaf Lutheran Churchò or ñEast St. Olaf Lutheran 
Churchò and mail toé   
West members mail to: Dave Peterson 25378 720th St., Hayfield, MN 55940  
 

East members mail to: Bryan DeCook at 7583 80th Ave. SW, Stewartville, MN 55976  

 

 

 

West JAM and East Sunday School 
òRally Day TOGETHERó at WEST 
Sept. 11 at 10:00 amé Rain or shine! 
(more details in this newsletter ) 
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MEMBERSHIP INFO 
 
 

ETERNAL LIFE: 
 

Barbara Nord (West member) 
Born: October 25, 1938. 
Joined to the Saints: July 13, 2022. 
Memorial service July 21, 2022 at 
West St. Olaf. Inurnment at West St. 
Olaf. Blessed be her memory. 
Officiated by Rev. Paul Thompson.  
 

WEST WELCA NEWS 
 

School bells ringing, harvest on its 
way, fall sporting events in full swing, 
final picking from the garden, warm 
days and cool nightsé can it already 
be that time of the year? We have 
been blessed this summer with good 
weather and rainfall. Thanks to our 
God. 
 
We are returning to a busier fall 
schedule after a more relaxing   
summer of WELCA activities.  
We will begin quilting on September 
13 and 14 at 9 AM and welcome 
everyone to join usé Bring a sack 
lunch.  
We will have WELCA at 1 PM on 
September 14; and we will meet at 
the Villa- Hayfield, for our business 
meeting, music, dessert and coffee. 
Heather Bamlet is our hostess.  
We will quilt again on Sept. 27 & 28/ 
sack lunch.  
Please mark your calendars for Oct. 
22 for our FALL BAZAAR (details will 
be in the October newsletter). 
 
Thank you to all who worked at the 
memorial service for Daryl McGow-
an. We also thank the August chair-
persons Jan Nordland and Roxanne 
Weinmann, Altar guild Donna Larsen 
and Cindy Senjem. The September 
chairpersons are Mary Brandt and 
Cindy Orning. Altar guild women 
are Mary Brandt and Sandy Iver-
son. 
 
We will be collecting school supplies 
for Lutheran World Relief until 
September 18. There are lists of 
supplies needed in this newsletter as 

well as in the chapel and church. 
This is a Thrivent Action Team  
mission and we appreciate your 
support. 
 
Enjoy the beauty of the fall season.   
~ Sharon and Nancy ~ 

Membership Updates, WELCA News and More 

 

SEPTEMBER at WEST 
 

 Rally Day is Sept. 11 

 Acolytes: Ushers fill-in 
 Ushers: Pete D. organizing 

 Deacon: Sheryl Wohlers 
 Altar Guild: Mary Brandt, and 
  Sandy Iverson 
 Stewardship: Jan Nordland 
 

====================== 
 

SEPTEMBER at EAST 
 

 Rally Day is Sept. 11 

 Acolytes: Ushers fill-in 
 Altar Guild: Rita Distad 

 Deacon: Kate Herness 
 

 SEPTEMBER Servers for 
 EAST Coffee & Fellowship: 
 

 Sept. 4: Sarah Circle 
 Sept. 11: Quilting Sisters 
 Sept. 18: College Fund Group 
 Sept. 25: Circle 4 

SERVING 
SCHEDULES 

Thank You  
Notes   
 

 
Thank you Pastor Paul,  
The Bible Study of Revelation 
has been eye-opening, exciting, 
frightening, and redeeming. Iôm 
glad I am a Christian (even a 
very imperfect one). I appreciate 
your background and your lead-
ership. It is so interesting to learn 
the history along with the words. I 
look forward to the next lessons; 
and thank you for your time.  
 

      ~ Jane Williams ~ 
 
 

Dear East and West St Olaf,  
We really enjoyed playing music 
for you in August. You have a 
very nice church. The pie was 
delicious. May God bless your 
congregations.  
 

 ~ Lee Partington and Junior ~ 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Revelations Bible Study  
for BOTH East and West  
(at East St. Olaf) 
 

There are two Sept. sessions, 
and spaces available to  
attend. The sessions will take 
place on THURSDAYs at 
6:30pm, at East St Olaf. The 
day has changed because  
confirmation is now on 
Wednesdays. Please call  
Pastor Thompson for more  
information.  

 

90
th
 Birthday  

Celebration for Orillie 
Youôre Invited!! 

 

Sunday, Sept. 25 from 12:00
ï2:00pm at East St Olaf  
Lutheran Church. A light 
lunch and cake will be 
served. Please drop in! All 
are welcome ï come help us 
celebrate! 
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RALLY DAY: East & West will ñRally Togetherò at WEST 
It all Takes Place on September 11 
 

The West St. Olaf Sunday School has invited the East St. Olaf Sunday School to attend Rally Sunday AT 

WEST There will be a bounce house, a pork roast, and lots of fun and exciting activities to do that morning.        

If you are East OR West - from toddler age all the way up to confirmation age, please join us at West St. Olaf, 

10:00AM start time, September 11, Rain or Shine! 
 

>>> Additional Information for WEST FOLKS about Rally Day ~ SEPTEMBER 11:  

9:00 am West has Blessing of Backpacks and presentation of 3rd grade Bibles during Westôs church service. 

10:00 am EAST Sunday school will be joining us at West, for Rally Day Fun!! West JAM & East Sunday 
School will enjoy games and activities to Kick-off the new year at (West coffee hour as usual). 

11:00 am Rally Day Picnic, co-sponsored by Thrivent: Free will offering for JAM technology fund. MENU: Pulled 
pork sandwiches, chips, fresh fruit and veggies, cake and ice cream.   

 
THANK YOU WEST ST. OLAF:  I would like to thank my West St. Olaf family to for all 
the prayers, cards and the encouraging notes I received during my hospital stays and 
after I returned home. I am at home recovering and hope to get strong enough so I can 
return to worship with all of you. Thank you for your thoughtfulness and may God bless 
all of you.    ~ Sincerely, Gloria Brown ~ 

 

21 Alexander Moore 

24 Thomas Myhre 

24 Pete Exe 

26 Darlene Myhre 

Sept. Birthdays East 

3 Donna Molde 

5 Sonja Mansfield 

6 Juliana Lee 

6 Kelsey Severson 

6 Sophia Senjem 

8 Mabel Bale 

11 Katelyn Severson 

13 Rusty Baier 

14 Bryan DeCook 

16 Dalton Mansfield 

19 Orillie Iverson 

21 Brenda Carstensen 

Sept. Birthdays West 

3 Gregory Tiegen 

10 Raymond Sutton 

10 Jennifer Martin 

11 Mathea Horejsi 

14 Mark Hanson 

15 Jason Twaddle 

16 Erik Johnson 

17 Wayne Iverson 

17 Audrin Place 

17 Trystin Kaehler 

17 Gunnar Tiegen 

19 Michelle Lechnir 

22 Quinn Johnson 

26 Margaret Senjem 

26 Adam Glynn 

28 Shauna Eastlee 

29 Jeff Lechnir 

29 Tina Baudoin 
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1 
 
 

9:00 am-Noon 
Pastor at office 
 

6:30 pm BOTH  
Bible study at  
EAST church 

2 
 
 

Pastorôs day off 

3 
 
 

4 
 
 

9:00 am West 
Worship/Comm. 
 

10:00 am West 
Coffee 
 

11:00 am East  
Worship/Comm. 
Coffee after church 

5 
 
 

 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
Labor Day 

6 
 

 

10:00 am East 
 Quilt/sack lunch 
 

 
 
 

JOINT Council Mtg 
at EAST 
6:00 Separate mtgs 
7:00 Joint meeting 

7 
 

 

7:00 pm BOTH  
Confirmation class 
at WEST 
 

7:30 pm Deadline 
for bulletin info 

8 
 

9:00 am-Noon 
Pastor at office -  
(at 10am pastor 
is at the Kasson  
Ministerial Mtg.) 
 

6:30 pm BOTH  
Bible study at  
EAST church 

9 

 

Pastorôs day off 
 
 

10 

11:00 am 
Private grave-
side service for 
family of Arlene 
Benicke at the  
East St. Olaf 
Cemetery 

11  
 

9:00 am West 
Worship-Blessing 
of Backpacks, and 
Present Bibles to 
West 3rd graders 
 

Rally Day 
 

10:00 am JAM/SS 
 Rally DayðBOTH 
ALL East & West 
kids meet at West 
(Rain or Shine!!!) 
ALSO West Coffee 
 

11:00 am WEST  
Rally Day Picnic   
 

11:00 am East  
Worship 
coffee after church 

12 
 
 

9:00 am-Noon 
Pastor at office 
 

. 

13 
 

 

9:00 am West  
Quilting/sack lunch 
 
10:00 am East 
 Quilt/sack lunch 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

9:00 am West  
Quilting/sack lunch 
1:00 pm 
WEST WELCA  
Meeting AT the 
Villa in Hayfieldé 
HostðHeather  
Bamlet 
 
7:00 pm BOTH  
Confirmation class 
at WEST 
 
7:30 pm Deadline 
for bulletin info  

15 
 
 
 

9:00 am-Noon 
Pastor at office 
 
 

 

16 
 

Pastorôs day off 
 
 

 

17   

 

18   
 

9:00 am West 
Worship / also 
deadline to donate 
school supplies 
 

10:00 am  JAM/SS 
 & West coffee 
West Coffee 
 

11:00 am East  
Worship/Comm. 
Coffee after church 

19 
 
 
 

9:00 am-Noon 
Pastor at office 
 
 

20 
 
 

 
 
 

10:00 am East 
 Quilt/sack lunch 
 
NOON 
Deadline   
to submit info 
for next 
Newsletter 

21   
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm BOTH  
Confirmation class 
at WEST 
 
7:30 pm Deadline 
for bulletin info 

 22 
 
 
 

 
 

23 
 

Pastorôs day off 
 
 

24 
 

 

25   9:00 am 
West Worship/ 
Comm 
 

10:00 am  JAM/SS 
 & West coffee 
 

11:00 am East  
Worship/ Baptism 
Nathan Yngstal... 
Coffee after church 
Noon-2pm: 90th 
B-day Party: Orillie 
Iverson at EAST 

26  
 
 
 
 

9:00 am-Noon 
Pastor at office 
 

 
 

27 
 
 

9:00 am West  
Quilting/sack lunch 
 
 

10:00 am East 
 Quilt/sack lunch 
 
 

 

28 

9:00 am West  
Quilting/sack lunch 
 

7:00 pm BOTH  
Confirmation class 
at WEST 
 

7:30 pm Deadline 
for bulletin info 

29 
 

NEWSLETTER 
VOLUNTEER 
DAY 
9:10 print 
9:30 fold 
9:45 collate/tape 

30 
 

Pastorôs day off 
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  West JAM & East Sunday 
School Rally Day TOGETHER 
at WEST: Sept. 11 at 10:00 am 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  

West FALL BAZAAR will  

 be on Sat., October 22. 

 More details will be in the   

 October newsletter. 
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West ~ World Relief Missions: School Kits 
 

West JAM and WELCA are collecting school supplies again for Lutheran World Relief. We hope 
you will keep our mission in mind when school supplies go on sale. There is a box in the chapel to 
place your donations.  Thank you. 
 

The following items are needed for each School KitðAll donated items should be new:  

¶ Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled paper approximately 8ò X 10İò; no loose-leaf paper 

¶ One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

¶ One pencil sharpener 

¶ One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

¶ Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 

¶ Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band 

¶ One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

¶ One 2İò eraser 

¶ One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approximately 14ò X 17ò with shoulder straps. WELCA will 
make theseðinform Sharon G. or Nancy P. if youôre able and willing to sew these. Any donation of 
school supplies will be  appreciatedðall donated items should be new. 

 

Confirmation Classes (fall 2022-spring 2023) 
 
Confirmation classes begin on Wednesday, September 7 at 7:00 pm at West Church for BOTH. 
Informational letters were mailed out recently with details for this yearôs study program and the-
requirements. If questions, call Pastor Paul. 

 

We had Fun! Joint VBS in August was FANTASTIC!! 
The Joint Vacation Bible School "Camp Out for Christ" was a huge success! There was the practice of ñliving 
God's wayò, with kindness clips. Service around the campfire, songs, sharing meals, and attending church the 
following day helped to build some knowledge in their faith. Along the entire way, the kids played and had fun 
with games, fort building, and sleeping (or not sleeping) overnight in the church basement. The VBS kids and 
chaperones served breakfast for East Fellowship Hour the following Sunday morning. The proceeds from the 
breakfast will go to a joint East and West VBS fund for next year. The kids and the parents are planning to do 
this again next year. Hallelujah!   
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 PRAYER: 
Dear God,  

Be with me at school, and help 
me to get smarter every day. 
Help me to use the 10 Com-
mandments and be a better 
person every day too. Amen.  

St. Olaf Kidõs Corner: September 
Did Jesus go to School? (based on Luke 4 and historical data) 

     The Bible tells us a little about Jesus as a child, then again when he starts preaching at about 
30 years old. The Bible doesnõt say much about the in-between years. However, there are many 
history books that tell us about education 2,000 years ago, when Jesus was on earth.  

     Jesus grew up as a boy in the village of Nazareth, and when he was 5 or 6 years old, he prob-
ably attended church school, or synagogue school. The Bible was the main text book. Jesus would 
stand or sit on the ground facing the teacher. 

     He studied the Old Testament and the promises God made. He learned the commandments, 
and how to live a good life for God. He learned about the prophets (prof-fets) and men who 
worked with God. He also learned about the Jewish celebrations and how to work in the temple.  

     Jesus listened to the teachers and learned to read and write. In Luke 4:16, it says òAnd he 
came to Nazareth where he had been brought up: and as his custom was, he went into the syna-
gogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read.ó  

     When students were ten years old, they would complete synagogue school and either 
work with their father or a family member to learn a trade (a job).  Jesusõ father, Joseph, 
was a carpenter and made things with wood. Many people think that Jesus probable learned 
how to be a carpenter for a few years. Some people who study the Bible think that maybe 
Jesus traveled to other places and studied religion, returning to Jerusalem when he was 
around 29 years old and started preaching.                        

BIBLE VERSE: 
 ά.Ŝ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎΗ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΦέ WƻǎƘǳŀ мΥф 

 




